The Sim-Wasson Farm, Wyoming Township,
Jones County, lowa

The Sim-Wasson Farm was established in the 1850s by John Sim, the father of
Duncan Wasson’s uncle David Sim. Duncan owned the farm by 1910, and he and
his wife Esther settled on the farm in 1922, where they raised their family. They
sold the farm in 1958. We are direct descendants of Duncan and Esther.

Site of the Sim-Wasson Farm in 2013
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1852-1860 John Sim Establishes the Farm

John Sim was born in Scotland in 1811. In 1846, he married Rachel Robinson. Later that year,
they came to the United States, initially settling in Pennsylvania. They had two sons, James and
David, both born in Pennsylvania.

In 1852 or (likely) 1853, the Sim family headed west with family friends the John Russell family,
traveling by boat to Keokuk, lowa. They arrived in December, and remained there until the
following February when they traveled by wagon to Jones County. Once there, Sim established
a 120-acre farm in Wyoming Township, which had just been separated from Clay Township on
February 8 (it was originally named Pierce Township, which was formally organized two months
later). This was the first homestead established in the northern part of the township.

Research Notes

John Sim’s obituary indicates that he and his family came to lowa and Jones County in 1853-4.
The History of Jones County 1879 says he came to lowa in 1852-3, the same year that it reports
for John Russell. Pierce Township was separated from Clay Township in February 1854.

John Russell went on to serve in a number of state elected positions, including in the general
assembly, the state senate and as state auditor. He served for a time as Speaker of the lowa
House. He would later be a party to David Sim’s legal battle over John Sim’s estate.

Site of the Sim-Wasson Farm in 2015
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1860-1877 John, David and Jeannette Sim on the Farm
John and Rachel’s oldest son James Sim died in 1863 at about age 17. Rachel Sim was about 65
when she died in 1873.

David Sim married Jeannette Wasson on December 20, 1871, and she moved onto the farm with
him. Between 1872 and 1879, David and Jeannette had five children. None lived to adulthood —
three died in infancy and two were stillborn.
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The 1867 plat map for Wyoming Township, Jones County. The Sim-Wasson Farm /ncluded
section 6, W % SE %, approx. 80 acres, and section 7, NW % NE %, approx. 40 acres.

In 1872, the lowa Midland Railway was built across the south end of the farm, taking about three
acres of the farm as railroad right of way. It would later become part of the Chicago and North
Western Railway. Decades later, the tracks were removed and disappeared from plat maps by
1956.

By 1877, David Sim had acquired 40 acres of land adjacent to his father’s farm, effectively
expanding the Sim-Wasson Farm to about 160 acres at this point.
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The 1877 plat map for Wyoming Township, Jones County. The Sim-Wasson Farm effectively
included section 6, W % SE %, approx. 80 acres (part of the original John Sim farm), section 7,
NW % NE %, approx. 40 acres (part of the original John Sim farm), and section 6, NE % SE %,
approx. 40 acres (David Sim’s 40-acre acquisition).
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1878-1894 John Sim Leaves the Farm

By 1879, David was managing his father’s farm. David would acquire another 40 acres of adjacent
land, effectively expanding the farm to about 200 acres. Jeannette’s brother William Wasson
and his family had become one of their neighbors.

The 40 acres that David Sim acquired by 1877 and 40 acres beyond that which David Sim
acquired later as seen from Highway E29 at 60™ Avenue. These acquisitions brought the Sim-
Wasson Farm up to 200 acres, less three acres for railroad right-of-way.

David Sim held an auction on the farm on October 13, 1881, selling livestock, hay, farm tools and
other items. However, David continued to farm here for several more years.

In 1886, John Sim moved off the farm he had established decades before, renting a room from

D.A. Walters in Onslow. InJanuary 1888, John Sim sold his farm and a Wyoming Township Section
1 woodlot to David for $4500.
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John Sim sells the farm and a woodlot to his son David, Monticello Express, January 12, 1888

After 1893, David sold the Section 1 woodlot and bought one closer to the farm in section 33 of
Clay Township.

The new woodlot in Clay Township was beyond the tree line seen here from Dove Road. This is
very close to where | believe John and Jemima Wasson were tenant famers in Clay Township in
1860.
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John Sim died at the Walters home in Onslow on April 15, 1890. He had an estate worth about
$4000-4500, the bulk of which he left to his brother’s children in Scotland. He left David only $25

in his will, which he had revised in 1888. Earlier versions of the will had been more favorable to
David.

John’s will explained why he left David only $25, his reasons closely tied to the farm:

e John had allowed David the use of the farm for several years essentially rent-free before
selling the farm to David.

e John sold the farm to David for $1000 less than John had been offered for the farm by
someone else.

e John had already given David all the personal property on the farm (e.g., furniture,
household goods and farm equipment).
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John Sim’s will (first page) explains his reasons for leaving his son David only 525.
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John Sim’s will (second page)
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John’s will continued with a number of other bequests. Of note, he left his walking staff and $100
to John Russell, his migration companion when the Sims headed for lowa from Pennsylvania,
acknowledging their 50-year friendship.

David sued the other beneficiaries, contesting the will by challenging his father’s competence.
The will, of course, explained why David was bequeathed what he was. Evidence presented in
court also showed that John believed that he had been ill-treated by David’s wife Jeannette to
such an extent as to induce him to leave the farm in 1886. These contributed to his revision of
the will. David lost his case, but he appealed to the lowa Supreme Court. That court ordered a
new trial. The parties reached a settlement soon after that decision.
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The time of the com't was largely
occupied last week in trying a will
case. David Sim a man worth ten
or fifteen thousand dollars sought to
break his father’s will which disposed
of an estate of about $5,000. The
father knowing that the son was
well-to-do bequeathed him but a
small legacy. Nearly the entire pop-
ulation of Onslow was subpenaed
to tell what they knew about the | j e <) poeeenenns . -

condition of the testator’s mind. David Sim vs. John Russell. Trial to
jury. Verdict susinining the will.

- e -

David Sim sued his father’s estate, Monticello Express, March 12, 1893. As one of thé
beneficiaries of the will, John Sim’s friend John Russell was able to represent himself and the
other beneficiaries of John Sim’s will. David lost his case. Monticello Express, March 26, 1893.
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David 8im appollaut vs. John Russell, ot al,
Jones district. J. D. Giffen judge; action to
got aside probate of will. Reversed, opinion
by fRoblnson.

The controversy was over an es-
Itate of $4,000 left by John Sim when
he died, in 1890. David was his only
{son ; he was cut off with $25. John
| Russell was left a walking stick, and
‘with William Paul was appointed

executor. The real estate was left
to two neices und two nephews in
Ncotland. The son attacked the will
on the gronnd of insnfficient naetice
of probate; that the father was non
compis mentis; that the will was se-
cured by undue inflnence. He was
beaten and appealed.

On the trial in Jones county the
plaintiff was not allowed to testify
ns to the mental condition of his
father. The Supreme Court thinks
the answers should have been re-
ceived. The court in his instructions
excluded from the consideration of
the jury the reasonableness of the will
as cutting off a son. The Supreme
Court thinks the instruction prejudi-
cal. The case must be retried.

—— e R —— .

The case of David Skm vs. John |
Russell et al., which was reversed in |
the supreme court, and sent lmck‘
for a new trial, has been scttled. ‘

I

David Sim appealed his loss in the trial court up to the lowa Supreme Court, which ordered a
new trial on the grounds that David was not allowed to testify as to the mental condition of his
father and that the trial court judge’s instructions to the jury were prejudicial, Monticello
Express, February 1, 1894. The parties soon settled, Monticello Express, May 17, 1894.

The Sim-Wasson Farm, Wyoming Township, Jones County, lowa

10



L. § . i 5 %’t
Osbormn. 3N -
5l Ao B W G,
54.57 : N N 2
\;r%/‘-‘ ‘ R :; Tormpleins
e . CQ f
Mary R~ ® S N 146 .Y
Jolrisore § S ) L
54.57 .g e .
rLrid. - :
K| & N X (SR Mackril | v
2 X Jo
= ] Lok 80
|| Jol Corbit:
“+0 B0
- §l | Jorn N
480| Paut et
% Lzt : ,& g

The 1893 plat map for Wyoming Township, Jones County. The Sim-Wasson Farm effectively
included section 6, W % SE %, approx. 80 acres (part of the original John Sim farm), section 7,
NW % NE %, approx. 40 acres (part of the original John Sim farm), section 6, NE % SE %, approx.
40 acres (David Sim’s first 40-acre acquisition), and section 6, SE % NE %, approx. 40 acres (David
Sim’s second 40-acre acquisition). This was now about a 200-acre farm.

1894-1905 David and Jeannette Sim Leave the Farm
David Sim hired the Chase Brothers and Cass Balou to build a 24’x40’ hay barn on the farm, July
1894.

In May 1896, David Sim announced his plans to retire from farming, and to sell off crops, livestock
et al. in June.

On December 7, 1899, David and Jeannette moved off the farm and into their new home in town,

the Sim Town Home. Harbison and Mary Orr rented the farm from the Sims and moved onto the
farm after David and Jeannette moved into town.

The Sim-Wasson Farm, Wyoming Township, Jones County, lowa 11



David Sim died at home in Onslow on March 13, 1902. Apparently, the town properties and a
large portion of the farm were already in Jeannette’s name, as David’s will left her only the 120
acres of the farm that had been John Sim’s original farm as well as the Clay Township woodlot.

DESCRIPTION OF REAL ESTATE.
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The description of real estate used to settle David Sim’s estate included only 120 acres of the
Sim-Wasson Farm in sections 6 and 7 of Wyoming Township and a 20-acre woodlot in section 33
of Clay Township.
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The 1893 plat map for section 33 in Clay Township, Jones County, shows the location of the
woodlot described above.
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Once David’s estate was settled, Jeannette owned their town house and properties, the entire
200-acre Sim-Wasson Farm, and their Clay Township woodlot.

The 1905 plat map for Wyoming Township, Jones County. The Sim-Wasson Farm effectively
included section 6, W % SE %, approx. 80 acres (part of the original John Sim farm), section 7,
NW % NE %, approx. 40 acres (part of the original John Sim farm), section 6, NE % SE 4, approx.
40 acres (David Sim'’s first 40-acre acquisition), and section 6, SE % NE %, approx. 40 acres (David
Sim’s second 40-acre acquisition). David’s estate was settled by late 1903, but the 1905 plat
map still shows 120 acres of the farm in his name. | assume that was due to the delay between
information gathering and plat map publication.

1906-1921 Duncan Wasson Owns the Farm

After the John Wasson Farm west of Onslow was sold to Andreas Jansen, Joe Wasson, his wife
Lydia and his son Duncan moved onto the Sim-Wasson Farm on March 1, 1906, which Joe rented
from his sister Jeannette. Harbison Orr moved off the Sim-Wasson Farm, acquiring the Walston
Farm next door to the west.

The Sim-Wasson Farm, Wyoming Township, Jones County, lowa 13



By January 1907, Joe and Lydia had separated, and Lydia moved off the farm. They would soon
divorce. Joe and Duncan remained on the farm until 1912.

At some point by 1910, Duncan Wasson appears to have taken over ownership of the Sim-
Wasson Farm from his aunt Jeannette, as shown on the 1910 plat map. | have not turned up any
news articles formally documenting this transaction/transfer of ownership. | also have not
turned up any news articles after this point suggesting that Jeannette still owned the farm.

Duncan’s ownership of the farm may seem at odds with the 1910 U.S. Census, which shows Joe
Wasson as renting the farm, and Duncan living with his father on the farm. It is likely that Joe
was now renting the farm from Duncan rather than from Jeannette at this point —Joe and Duncan
often engaged in transactions with each other. Later local news articles indicated that Duncan
owned the farm before Jeannette died in 1914, consistent with the 1910 plat map.
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The 1910 plat map for Wyommg Township, Jones County. The Sim-Wasson Farm effectively
included section 6, W % SE %, approx. 80 acres, section 7, NW % NE %, approx. 40 acres, section
6, NE % SE %, approx. 40 acres, and section 6, SE % NE %, approx. 40 acres.
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In September 1911, Joe had bills printed to announce a public sale to be held by him and Duncan
at the Sim-Wasson Farm on October 4. They were planning to retire from farming, move into
town and engage in livestock trading, while Duncan rented out the farm. They bought some 14
% acres of property in town from Jeannette Sim that included at least one house, and moved
there in 1912.

In April 1914, Duncan bought the house and land of Mrs. A.L. Potter in Onslow for $516. He
immediately sold the land, but planned to tear down the buildings and use the lumber on his
farm.
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The 1915 plat map for Wyoming Township, Jones County. The Sim-Wasson Farm effectively

included section 6, W % SE %, approx. 80 acres, section 7, NW % NE %, approx. 40 acres, section
6, NE % SE %, approx. 40 acres, and section 6, SE % NE %, approx. 40 acres.
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Local newspapers reported on a succession of tenants who leased the Sim-Wasson Farm from
Duncan. The final three tenants follow:

e Fred Martinson (or Martenson), who had been leasing the farm for some time from
Duncan Wasson, auctioned off horses, cattle, corn, machinery, etc., in December 1919.

He planned to move to a smaller farm.

e Hans Thompson leased the farm starting in 1920. He had a moving sale in March 1921,
with plans to move to the Robert Scroggie place.

e Dillon Stickley then leased the farm in March 1921, where he stayed for a year.

The 1921 plat map for Wyoming Township, Jones County. The Sim-Wasson Farm effectively
included section 6, W % SE %, approx. 80 acres, section 7, NW % NE %, approx. 40 acres, section
6, NE % SE %, approx. 40 acres, and section 6, SE % NE %, approx. 40 acres.
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Research Notes

| had originally understood that Duncan had inherited the farm from his aunt Jeannette Wasson
Sim, and | looked for information to support that during my research. In her autobiographical
My Story, Duncan’s wife Esther wrote, “I continued to live at home, finish the year of teaching at
Jackson School, and went to live on the farm at Onslow, which [Duncan] had inherited, in part,
from his aunt.” But contemporary news articles and the 1910 plat map put the farm in Duncan’s
hands well before his aunt died in 1914.

Furthermore, Jeannette did not have a will when she died. This left her remaining estate to her
siblings as her survivors (or to their survivors, in the case of her late sister Jane Wasson Krouse).
As Joe Wasson was very much alive, it was Joe — and not his son Duncan — who was named as
one of Jeannette’s survivors, and thus a beneficiary of Jeannette’s estate. Because Jeannette
gave her town house to Duncan shortly before she died, her estate did not include the farm, the
town house or any of the Onslow properties that she and her husband David once owned.

If Jeannette had still owned any real estate at the time of her death, it would have been identified
in the probate documents and most likely ordered sold so that the proceeds could be divided
across the six survivors identified in the Administrator’s Bond Record as the beneficiaries of her
estate — a group of heirs that did not include Duncan.

1922-1945 Duncan and Esther Wasson Live on the Farm
Duncan Wasson married Esther Gensicke in October 1921. Duncan and Esther moved onto the
farm March 20, 1922. They made the farm their home until 1958, and raised their children there.

Duncan returned from Ce-

Mr. and Mrs. Harb Orr and (son
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Duncan and Esther Wasson move onto the Slm Wasson Farm, Wyoming Journal, I\/Iarch 23,

1922; Anamosa Express, May 11, 1922
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Events at the farm reported in family recollections and in the local newspapers over the next
several years included the following:

e April 1923, Duncan and Esther’s son Walter was born.
e August 1924, Duncan and Esther’s son Douglas was born.

e August 1924, neighbor George Lyon was injured on the farm in a threshing-related
accident.

e May 1925, a lightning strike destroyed the large barn on the farm, killing 4 horses and 1
calf, and destroying a car that belonged to the hired man, several sets of harnesses and
hay. Losses were only partially covered by insurance. Several neighbors gathered to start
building a new barn a week later.

I - oy v LEEw 3AR 4 UTOURY Uy TN, L |

Hrc rompletely destroyed the large

I M Wkl WeE WML wE

JJbarn on the Duncan G farm !5 n or cighteen nelghbors of Duncs
| wile east of here, when It was F“'U?k Wasson gathered Tuesdny of lnst week ar
by Hghtning durlng  the storm Wil forty loads of sand for the buildlx

uesday mornlng  Beslde the barn, 4 l ot a new barn, to replace that destroyed |1
horses, 1 ealf, 1 enr. several sete of . fire recently. Stono masons are starting ¢

; : i 4 Pealer of W,
harness and hay were borned  Some ; the foundation, and Ed
: : ! 5 ssq

P R R will build as soon as possible, Mr :

hopes to be done for tho atorlng of Ry,

Mr amd Mre Lol Volindee . .  Oeoe. DG WRAEE Sl ATl
Lightning strike destroys a barn, Anamosa Journal, May 28, 1925; Anamosa Express, June 4,

1925

e On Thanksgiving 1926, lightning struck and damaged the silo on the farm.

e May 1927, Duncan and Esther’s son Glenn was born.

e In February 1928, Charlie Taylor was hired to work on the farm.
Duncan and Esther’s son Boyd recalled Charlie Taylor years later as the janitor at the high
school. Taylor wouldn’t unlock the door for him when it was time for it to be opened.
Taylor would stand inside and make Boyd wait several minutes. Boyd suspected that
Taylor had a poor relationship with Duncan when Taylor worked for him, perhaps the

reason for this.

e January 1930, Son Douglas died from pneumonia brought on by the measles.

Sons Walter and Glenn had suffered from this, too, but they both recovered.

The Sim-Wasson Farm, Wyoming Township, Jones County, lowa 18



e There were years of drought and crop failures during the Great Depression.
e In March 1933, the chicken house burned, killing about 100 laying hens.

e In December 1934 in the depths of the Great Depression, Jones County published a Tax
Sale Notice for the farm over $98.24 in taxes due.

Page Five
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wdge *Kedley, Harry, SEN NEW 24-8¢-1 __________._.. 3519 1.00 24547
*Kodley, Harry, NEY SEW 24541 e 30.82 1.00 219.92
sLumey, Mary, NWIL 24841 crcrccnccevaenonas 43,01 K- 446,16
five | Mader & Son, NWi§ SEX 30-84Y BN 30 90.48
lon- | *Petersen. Heury Est., S 16a El} SEY NW 25-84-1 243 .80 36.00
aled *I'eteracn, kenry Est, W 21a SWi{ XEX 25-84-1 .. 3.0 K} 39.60
*Schmalfeldt, Peter H.,, SEY T-84-1 e 3585 50 30
The | *Schmalfeldt, Peter H.. 8% NE¥ T-54-1 e 17.16 0 158.42
won | *Schmalfeldr, Peter H., NEN NEMN 7-8+1 ________ 7.39 .80 T8.73
say | Streeper. R. IL. S NEW NEX NW3 S-841 . 1.07 1.00 10.94
» | Tompkins, Lyle C., NE NE 28-83.1 ________ ——aans .29 40 23,88
ANZ | Tompkias, Lyie C, Pr. SW NE N of R4, 35-834-1 . 58 iy 827
Tompkins, Lyl <., x2S NEY, 28-83-1 ______ <X -6G 18.55
Tompkius, Lyla C, Wi NWK 27-84-1 cceecema-. 06.43 S0 82.27
fos. Lyle C, S 15a 8! SEY 2181 e 102 .60 89
), D. J., SEX SE} 6-81-1 e 54 30 2248
asson, D. J., NEY SEY 8Bl .. 40 .30 172
Wasson, D. J., W3 SB!{, B ) - ikt 1a7 .30 4049
1934 “'gsson. D. J.. S“.% .\E% T-81-1 [ —— e Srapaey 4 S0 1809
*Westphal, John H.,, NE¥ NWY 20-84.1 ... 8,07 &0 S1.48
last | *Westphal, Johu H. S NWY 20.84.1 ... 10.83 G 144.668
irs *Wentphal, John H, N SWY 20-S8-1 ocrvrvnenneae 1420 .60 185.12
. 1\\:e3tphal. Johu H., Wi NEY 20.84-1 ____________ 352 A 15812
are ‘\_\ estpbal, John M., N 14z NWI, SEVY 20-S4-1 ______ 00 .60 13.08
ar's| Winter, Ingwer, E 50a 51 SEY 36-84-1 ooomooonno. 3.02 .30 75.98
for| sWileox, Edwin, SEY, NEXN ex. NE 6a 0-34-1 .. 291 80 1863
*Wilcox, Edwin,- NWi NEY 9-8+-1 .. oooo oo __ 3.38 B0 45.34
*Wilcox, Edwiln, SW¥ SWY 10-84.1 _ .. ___ 238 .80 38.58
frs.| syviicox, Edwin, NWi SW34 cx. 2a NE cd. 10-84-1 259 -0 3473
o0l .“-;k'vz. Sawin, SWil NWIL S of Rd. 10-84-1 _. o 50 441
cWilcox, Mary, SWY NEY ex. SW cor, 9-88-1 .. 5.7 .80 80.57
last | *Wilcox, Mary, 42 NE cor. SEY, NWY 0-84-1 ... 43 60 627
o WYOMING CITY

Tax Sale Notice for Wyoming Township properties, Anamosa Express, December 20, 1934
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e In August 1935, a creosoted barrier was established on the farm to slow the spread of
chinch bugs.

e Delbert Countryman, who worked on the farm for several years, was killed in a car
accident in October 1935.

e August 1936, Duncan and Esther’s son Boyd was born.

e In 1945, Duncan tore down the old garage and built an oversized two-car garage. He also
removed an old outhouse and replaced it with one that was still functional when the farm
was sold.

The oversized two-car garage that Duncan built in 1945, photo from 2008
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The 1937 p/at map for Wyoming Township, Jones County. The Sim-Wasson Farm effectively
included section 6, W % SE %, approx. 80 acres, section 7, NW % NE %, approx. 40 acres, section
6, NE % SE %, approx. 40 acres, and section 6, SE % NE %, approx. 40 acres.
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1946 Duncan and Esther Build a New Farmhouse
In 1946, the Wassons built a new farmhouse, replacing one that likely dated back to the Sims’
ownership of the farm.

the old farmhouse, which likely dated back to when David and Jeannette Sim lived on the farm

e InJanuary 1946, Duncan bought the West Main Street, Wyoming residence of Marie Reitz
Wicker. Duncan razed the house in March with plans to use the wood to build a new
residence on the farm.

e In March 1946, Duncan, Esther and their sons Glenn and Boyd moved from the farm to
the old Sim Town House in Onslow, which Duncan had purchased in 1944, as work got
underway to build a new residence on the farm.

e In July 1946, Duncan and Esther sold the old Sim Town House to George and Emma
Hinrichs of Wisconsin; they were scheduled to take possession of the house after the

Wassons moved back to the farm when their new residence was completed.

The new house was a large one-story, two-bedroom home with oversized rooms and
conventional plumbing. The Wassons moved back to the farm in December 1946.

The Sim-Wasson Farm, Wyoming Township, Jones County, lowa 22
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The new house in 1993
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The new house in 2008. By this point it had been standing empty for a while.
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The Duncan family have |
moved from the house in Onslow
which they s0id o George Hiorichs,
to their new house on the farm.|
The Hinrich nOW oCCupy
the former WakSSSD house in On- -
zlow. having moved from a Wis-|.
carsin whera they had lived thel’
past few years,

Mhn Meue Coane Familay hara roir

The Wasson move back onto the farm, Anamosa Express, December 5, 1946

1947-1958 Duncan and Esther Wasson Sell the Farm

Life continued on the farm after their new house was built. Their oldest sons finished school and
married. Their youngest, Boyd, was attending college at lowa State when Duncan and Esther
decided to sell the farm.

The 1956 plat map for Wyoming Township, Jones County. The Sim-Wasson Farm effectively
included section 6, W % SE %, approx. 80 acres, section 7, NW % NE %, approx. 40 acres, section
6, NE % SE %, approx. 40 acres, and section 6, SE % NE %, approx. 40 acres.
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Duncan and Esther sold the farm in the summer of 1958 to Herman and Edna Henningsen for
$75,000, or about $375/acre. Their son Boyd recalled that he was away at ROTC summer camp
and came home to learn his parents had sold the farm, a surprise to say the least.

Duncan and Esther left the farm for their new home in Cedar Rapids, lowa on Monday September
15, 1958, ending more than 100 years of Sim-Wasson ownership of the farm.

———— e ey wrwss

Frlends Gathered
Group of friends who spent
fv.?lmte time together in Florida last!:
nter met at the home of Mr. H
St Men T, Mrs., Marvin Hunwardsen
eccm:: A?:g.J) agf":c%fﬁ;‘i:{' . | entertained members of the
tive dinner and an evening of Altrurian Club at a 9 a.m. tea

- s 4

cards. Those in sitendance were| |@8 ourtesy to Mrs. D. J.
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Byerly, Mr. assont longﬂwber of |«
and Mrs. Art Lincoln, Mr. and|, |the club. The WEIZuTs, hav-|

Mrs. Clarence Huston, Mr and| [ing sold tkeir farm, have pur-|'
Mrs. W C Barnts, Mr. and Mrs. chased a home and apartment
John Jansors, Velma Neil- house in Cedar Rapids and

sen. The WEEELSS will soon be! |will move there in September.| Mr. and Mrs. D. J. Wasson

leaving for thelr new home In| |[A fara gift was presented| moved Monday to their new
,Cff‘_’f ‘!}n;zids. = Mrs. Sass, . home in Cedar Rapida.

Duncan and Esther Wasson move to Cedar Rapids, Cascade Pioneer Advertiser, August 14, 1958,
Monticello Express, August 21, 1958, Cascade Pioneer Advertiser, September 18, 1958

The Henningsens paid off their purchase contract in just 10 years. Esther Wasson had
commented that it took their entire farm life to do so.

Around 2015, the Sim-Wasson farm sold for $1.5 million, or about $7500/acre (in 1888, David
Sim paid his father $22.50/acre for the farm).
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The 1965 plat map for Wyoming Township, Jones County. The Sim-Wasson Farm effectively
included section 6, W % SE %, approx. 80 acres, section 7, NW % NE %, approx. 40 acres, section
6, NE % SE %, approx. 40 acres, and section 6, SE % NE %, approx. 40 acres.
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Photos of the Sim-Wasson Farm

This barn replaced the one that burned down in 1925.
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The farm in 2007

The farm in 2007
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The farm in 2007

The farm in 2008
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The farm in 2008
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The farm in 2008
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This Google Satellite image shows what once was the Sim-Wasson Farm, east of Onslow, lowa.

Prepared by Mark David Wasson
Last updated October 31, 2021
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